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ERA 4  REVIEW 
1750-1914 

 

1. Compare the similarities and differences between the French Revolution, American Revolution,  

Haitian Revolution and the Latin American Independence Movements. 

Revolution Similarities Differences 

American Revolution  Enlightenment Principles 
Rise of Nationalism 
Reaction to Colonialism 
Elite-to-Elite Transfer of 
power 
 

Reaction to taxation, end of 
salutary neglect 
Gained key allies from 
Britain’s rivals (i.e. France)  

French Revolution Enlightenment Principles 
Rise of Nationalism 
Influenced by Revolutions in 
other countries 
 

Essentially a class rebellion 
against the 1st and 2nd Estates 
Bloody – led to the Reign of 
Terror  
Ended with a return to Empire 
(Napoleon) 

Haitian Revolution Enlightenment Principles 
Rise of Nationalism 
Reaction to Colonialism 
Influenced by Revolutions in 
other countries 
 

Slaves rebellion led by 
Toussaint L’Overture 
Will inspire Creoles in other 
colonies to uprise, in order to 
prevent a rebellion by the 
lower class 
 

Latin American Independence 
Movements 

Enlightenment Principles 
Rise of Nationalism 
Reaction to Colonialism 
Influenced by Revolutions in 
other countries 
Elite-to-Elite Transfer of 
power 
 
 

Take advantage of instability 
in Spain and Portugal during 
the Napoleonic Wars 
Catholic church remained 
predominant 
Hierarchy still deeply 
embedded 
Creoles and church own most 
of the land 
 

 

2. Compare what  factors caused the industrialization n of England, Japan, and Russia. 
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3. What were the Europeans’ motives for colonialism/imperialism during the 19th century? 

- Sources for Raw materials 

- Missionary zeal – desire to spread a particular sect of Christianity (Catholic or Protestant) 

- Gold/silver – hard currency is important in trade, especially with Asia  

- Markets for manufactured goods 

- Mercantilism: countries seek to export more than they import 

-  

4. What were the positive and negative effects of imperialism on the conquered peoples? 

Positives 

- Medicines and vaccines 

- New food products and better farming techniques 

- New technologies 

- Railways and Postal systems 

- Often squashed tribal warfare 

Negatives 

- Eroded cultures 

- Led to forced labor or high tribute 

- Intense racisms 

- Forced conversions 

- Disease 

England 

- Agricultural surplus 

- Cottage or domestic industry shifts to factory 

- James Watt’s steam engine 

- Other new technologies developed 

- Scientific  Revolution 

 

Russia 

- Serf labor shifted to factories 

- Czars seeks to modernize 

- Foreign investment heavy 

Japan 

- Commodore Matthew Perry visits 

and convinces Japan to open up 

- Highly organized, fast and efficient 

 

Large/growin

g population 

and use of 

unskilled 

labor 

 

 

Zaibatsu and 

Joint-stock 

companies help 

to fund 

Influenced 

by West 
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- Alcoholism and prostitution sometimes grew among Native populations 

- Violence against Natives 

 

5. Complete the following chart to analyze social, cultural, and economic effects of Industrialization. 

Area Social Cultural Economic 

Europe Capitalism vs. 
Marxism – theories of 
social construction 
Labor unions demand 
better conditions 
Social mobility 
increases  
Women’s suffrage 
movement extended 
Outlawing of slavery 
Child labor 
Nuclear families 
valued over extended 
families 
 

Growing belief in 
“Social Darwinism” 
and “White Man’s 
Burden” as 
justification for 
Colonialism 
More focus on 
childhood and 
education 
Growing concepts of 
love and marriage 
Development of 
entertainment 
industry 
Urbanization, 
pollution, and crime 
grow 

Capitalism vs. 
Marxism – how to 
best regulate (or not 
regulate) the 
economy 
Growth of 
consumerism 
Joint-stock companies 
and banking develop 
Gov’t do not interfere 
(laissez-faire) to 
improved the lives of 
workers (because it 
hurts the companies’ 
bottom line)  

Japan Women having less 
children, but still 
expected to work 
AND care for the 
home 
Family life remains 
very traditional 
Shogunate system 
abolished with the 
Meiji Restoration 
Mandatory military 
service for men 
 
 
 
 

Growing focus on 
education 
Western fashions 
Incorporate Western 
hygiene and medicine 
Birth rate falls 
Over time a growing 
distaste for Western 
attitudes develops  
Training and 
education is 
expanded 
Buddhism Loses 
Family instability 
(divorce, suicide, etc)  

Much faster process – 
Japan just needed to 
implement European 
technology 
Imitates Western 
models 
Government 
dominates 
Private enterprise 
developed  
Trade grows, esp 
regionally 
Growth of 
imperialism 
Zaibatsu – industrial 
combines- an 
important source for 
growth 

Russia 
 
 

Serfdom abolished, 
but serfs are still tied 
to the land until they 
pay it off 
Disparity between 
classes continues 

Urbanization 
Agriculture remains 
backward 
Serfs have a difficult 
time improving their 
status 

Heavily state-
supported because 
Russian citizens lack 
the capital for private 
enterprise  
Transiberian RR 
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Small middle class 
develops , but 
government support 
is still needed 
 
 
 

Overall, less 
attitudinal change 

stimulates iron and 
coal industry 
Export of grain to the 
West 
Factories grown 
Tariffs at first to 
incentive domestic 
growth 
Witte ends tariffs and 
encourages foreign 
investment 
Some improvements 
in the economy, 
though it is still 
heavily dependent on 
agriculture and 
behind the West and 
Japan 
 
(as proven in the 
Russo-Japanese and 
Crimean Wars)  

 

6. Consider the impact of industrialization during the late 19th century and early 20th century: 

 Environmental Changes Demographic Changes 

Migration 
 
 

Urbanization 
Some relief of overcrowding 
in Europe 

Immigrants moving from 
Europe to the Americas 
European settlers moving to 
colonies 
Growing diversity around the 
world 
 
 

Slave trade Improved technologies 
require less human labor over 
time 
 
 

Slavery abolished 
Freed slaves establish 
communities within their 
countries 
Cheap labor of immigrants 
and former slaves relied upon 

Population Growth New, hardy foods spur larger, 
healthier populations 
Leads to overcrowding and 
deforestation 
 
 

Influx of people to cities may 
causes overcrowding and 
unemployment  
 

Pollution Lack of infrastructure in cities  
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necessary to deal with waste 
Factories release harmful 
pollutants 

 
 

7. Summarize the new political ideas that arose in the 19th century: 

Nation-states- a form of political organization where inhabitants indentify with their ethnic or 

linguistic groups (i.e. Unification of Germany/Italy)  

 

Nationalism – a desire for a homeland where the political borders are contain a specific ethnic or 

religious group (this fuels the attack on the Serbian Archduke)  

 

Government Reform-governments begin to take a growing role in economic planning and regulation, 

over time governments will support workers  

 

Socialism-the belief that history is essentially a working-class struggle against the wealthy and that 

governments need to take an active role in decreasing the gap between wealthy and poor, 

redistribution of the wealth 

 

Communism-an extreme form of socialism where government controls the economy entirely, free 

enterprise is eliminated, and wealth is equally distributed (theoretically)  

 

Rise of democracy-  this begins with the Enlightenment, spreads across Europe and to its colonies, 

power of parliaments grow, revolutions are staged (though sometimes merely an elite to elite 

transfer), liberals advocate change in favor of the lower classes though women and minorities are 

still alienated 

 

8. Summarize the nature and impact of European intervention in Latin America. 

- Europeans colonies largely overthrow their mother countries during the 1800s 

- Western educated Creoles lead the way 

- Europe sometimes seeks to intervene in conflict (i.e. France in Mexico) or retake colonies (i.e. 

Spain in the Caribbean) but the Monroe Doctrine prevents them from doing this 

- Monroe Doctrine – U.S. document that states Europe must keeps its hands off the Western 

hemisphere; it may retain the colonies that it still has, but may not take or retake anything 

additional 

- Usually revolutions in Latin America end in a transfer of power from elite Peninsulares to elite 

Creoles, no real advancement for mulattoes and mestizos 

 

9. Compare the reaction to European intervention in Africa, China and one of the following: China, 

India, Southeast Asia, the Ottoman Empire, Africa, and Japan 

 

Africa:  
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S-Europe forces trade; resistance stages, but easily crushed, Governments assume political and 

economic control; Europeanse often play on local rivalries to prevent, inventions of medicine, 

railroads and steamboat important to inland migration; many Europeans adopt Africa customs 

and dress at first, Europeanization begins as families come over 

 D –some settler communities result, missionary efforts common 

China 

 S – European dominates trade 

D – Europe had an unfavorable trade balance until opium was introduced, British imported 

opium led to dependency in China and the Opium Wars, which ended in favor of Britian. 

European government do not fully colonize, but divide China into spheres of influence, which 

are essentially economic means of control, rather than political 

 India 

S- Europe dominates trade and establishes full political and economic control, use internal 

rivalries to attract Sepoys (fighters seeking to defeat local rivals); inventions of new medicine, 

railroads and steamboat important to inland migration, employ locals to rule - many everyday 

Indians are eager to serve the British in order to gain power; many Europeans adopt  Indian 

customs and dress at first, Europeanization begins as families come over 

 D- India is used for tea and cotton,  

 Southeast Asia 

S- Europeans intervene in local rivalries to gain power, employ locals to rule, often leaving 

aristocratic families in tact; Europe dominates trade and establishes full political and economic 

control; many Europeans adopt Southeast Asian customs and dress at first, Europeanization 

begins as families come over 

D – important part of the spice trade 

 Ottoman 

  S – Takes the initiative in Westernizing culture (Tanzimat Reforms)  

  D – West aids against Russia 

 Japan 

  S - Takes the initiative in Westernizing culture and economy  

D- Matthew Perry convinces Japanese to sign a treaty to Westernize, Japan is willing to open up 

rather than succumb to China’s fate, samurai/daimyo resist – they want to keep the traditional 

ways 
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